FROM THE CHAIR

Coromandel Kauri Dieback Forum update – How YOU can help

OVER 2,500 TREES PLANTED THIS SEASON .. 50,000 TREES IN THE GROUND NOW VERY CLOSE
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From the chair

How you can help protect kauri

A highlight this year was the visit of the BNZ team with a group of international financiers representing many of the world’s major banks
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My thanks to you all, Alison Henry

The planting season looms again and the annual organisation of line cutting, tree ordering, and
all that must be done to get our kauri in the ground is well underway thanks to our co-ordinator
and our team of trustees. Most of our planting of some 1500 trees will again be at the Matarangi
hadbehind
been cut
and seedlings
Myrtlehave
Rust
Reserve with another 600 trees to be Lines
planted
Coromandel
townplaced
wherewhen
pine trees
been cleared and the area is ready forwas
our discovered
kauri seedlings.
in New Zealand. Would we be able to plant?

Myrtle Rust doesn’t affect kauri but DOC didn’t want large
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Thank you all.
Nga mihi and best wishes
Alison Henry, Chairperson.
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Below right: From the left – Kenzo Griffiths, Jack Williams and Taylor
Wollburg.

Andrea Dore (World Bank) and John Marsh
(BNZ Welligton) cutting the cake.

BNZ Kauri 2000 Trust 10th anniversary cake

Mike Faville, Head of BNZ debt capital
markets welcoming BNZ’s guests.
www.kauri2000.co.nz

Kauri2000 is proud to announce that our new website has come together really nicely. We’ve kept everything that you’ve
previously enjoyed finding, but we’ve made it much easier to navigate around and of course the site has a new and more
attractive look. Most importantly we’ve added a new mapping facility that will be the place to look for our planting sites.
This is also where you will find the areas where the tree/s you sponsored have been planted. Migrating all the data into the
map will be work in progress, so watch this space!.
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Become a friend of Kauri 2000

Everybody needs friends! Your continuing support of just
$25 each year will help us maintain the trees on our 36
existing sites. We will send you our newsletter, an integral
part of the Kauri 2000 programme, and keep you abreast of
activities and developments. Help us to achieve the goal of
recreating the kauri forests of the Coromandel.
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Mercury Bay Area School students from years 7 and 8 spent time in
the bush on Blackjack Hill, Kuaotunu, on 30 May and 1 June.
Teachers, parents, carers and volunteers coordinated what seemed
like a military operation and the Kauri 2000 trustees would like to
thank everyone involved
Below left: Traffic management and the stunning view from the MBAS
planting area.

Bar and Grill Whitianga, Whitianga Hotel, Coastal Campers
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PLANTING

KAURI 2000 - ph 07 866 0468. Office: The Health Factory, 18 Coghill St, PO Box 174, Whitianga, New Zealand 3542.
Website www.kauri2000.co.nz
Email info@kauri2000.co.nz.
Facebook: Kauri 2000

BNZ Planting Day - Friday, 9 June

A team from our major sponsor, BNZ, was joined by three members of Air
New Zealand’s Green Team to commemorate Air New Zealand’s domestic
bond issue that BNZ jointly arranged in October 2016. As part of this the
bank undertook to plant 200 Kauri trees. Roger Barton, his wife and children,
and Steve Brown-Douglas from Air New Zealand joined the BNZ team for
the planting day. It was a great occasion with everyone mucking in and more
than 350 more trees in the ground at Matarangi Reserve.

Volunteer Planting Day - Saturday, 10 June

1

Judy and Roy Pyle donated five kauri in 2007, one for each of their
grandchildren. The whole family came to see the trees in July.

Chinese Conservation Education Trust - Sunday, 18 June

A full bus of new planters - 46 members of all ages of CCET - visited
Coromandel town to ride Driving Creek Railway in the morning, picnic
for lunch on the reserve at Hauraki House and then plant kauri seedlings
in the afternoon. Planters split into two groups, with the energetic
ones taking the steep walk to Kauri Hill overlooking the harbour at
Coromandel. The other members planted at the flat area developed
by TCDC as a WW1 commemorative planting site. Keith Stephenson of
Adventure Racing Coromandel had arranged for lines to be cut through
the bush, holes to be dug and the seedlings placed at both sites.
A collection was made in the bus on the way home and a very generous
donation to Kauri 2000 was made. CCET may be new to kauri planting
but they have a tradition in conservation, their organisation having won a
2003 Green Ribbon award for raising awareness of environmental issues.

Hutchinson Reserve, Paeroa, August 2017

Hutchinsons Reserve has been planted by students from Miller Ave School, Paeroa, over
the last several years on a rather difficult, steep slope of clay soil. Sadly sheep escapees
from neighbouring paddocks were frequent visitors. With fences now mended, there
is good regeneration of the slope where kauri were planted. A number of other native
shrubs are also appearing.
The young kauri in particularly difficult areas were relocated to a grassed site which had
been sprayed in preparation for planting. Much of the relocation was carried out by
Habitat Enhancement and Landcare Partnership (HELP) Waihi.
Manuka and kanuka were also planted by HELP and it is hoped that by next season both
kauri and the other species will be thriving with no knock-back by animal escapees.

Captions:
1: From left to ight: Mike Faville, Head of Debt Capital Markets (BNZ), Roger Barton, Head of Fleet Strategy
and Funding (Air New Zealand), Steve Brown-Douglas, Pilot (Air New Zealand) and Hamish Hurley, Client
Director (BNZ)
2: Look, Mum, the pot stack is taller than you!
3: The Air New Zealand planting team with younger generation.
4: Pyle Family with one their trees.
5 & 6: Members of the Chinese Conservation Education Trust planting on Kauri Hill above the
harbour at Coromandel.
7: Students from the Coromandel Outdoor Language Centre (whose motto is Learning by Doing)
relaxing at the sausage sizzle after spending the morning planting.
8: Volunteers
9: Jill Kaeppeli coordinated the planting sites by planning the necessary line-cutting and arranging the
placement of the seedlings. She is the ‘Go To’ lady when you’ve finished your row.
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CORO M AN D E L KAU R I D I E BACK FORU M U PDAT E
A major survey carried out by the Coromandel Kauri Dieback Forum this past summer showed that about 60% of people using popular walking tracks on the Peninsula were aware
of kauri dieback and where it is found, but there are still significant gaps in knowledge when it comes to awareness of measures to reduce the spread of this devastating disease.
The survey set out to measure track users’ knowledge about and attitudes to kauri dieback, and to record the behaviour of people using hygiene stations. It was conducted at TCDC’s
Long Bay Kauri Walk, and Department of Conservation tracks at the 309 Waiau Kauri Grove, the Whenuakite Kauri Block, Waiomu Kauri Walk and the Kauaeranga Valley Kauri Trail.
Levels of compliance at hygiene stations were surprisingly high, given recent negative publicity about behaviour in Auckland’s Waitakere Ranges. Monitoring actual behaviour at the
stations showed that 73% of track users scrubbed footwear then used Sterigene as they entered tracks, and 67% as they exited. (Recent Auckland Council figures show 83% of its park
visitors are walking past cleaning stations without cleaning, as well as going off track and disregarding track closures.)
However the numbers are still not good enough to ensure the survival of this cornerstone species, especially since there are many popular tracks in the Coromandel with only very rudimentary brush and spray bottle
stations (or nothing at all) where compliance is likely to be even lower. Significant numbers of people had visited kauri forests in Northland and Auckland in the past year and a concern is that 30% of respondents had
been in at least one infected forest in the past year and 7% had done so at least monthly.
Some 30% of those surveyed were overseas tourists, mainly from Europe. Although they were less likely to have heard of kauri dieback, the data showed they were not less likely to have used the hygiene station the
last time they encountered one or to have walked off track. Despite many people blaming tourists, they appear to be no more or less likely than Kiwis to follow the recommendations. “The important thing to take
from this survey is that people do want to protect our kauri and we now have a better handle on what information we need to provide to help them do this,” says Forum trustee Vivienne McLean. “It’s important that we
don’t give up. The Coromandel is relatively kauri dieback-free and what we do can still make a huge difference. Always clean your gear to remove all visible soil before and after every forest visit, and always use cleaning
stations going in and out – even if you’ve already cleaned at home, it’s important to set a good example to other track users. Staying on tracks and off kauri roots is also really important – and that goes for dogs too!”.
The Forum will use the information gleaned from the survey to prioritise its activities, and the findings will be shared with Waikato Regional Council, DOC, the National Kauri Dieback Programme and any organisations
wanting to help protect kauri. The survey was funded by a grant from Waikato Regional Council’s Environmental Initiatives Fund. Contact: Vivienne McLean (07) 866 5776

